
 
Development and Planning Service 

Council Offices 
Market Street 
Newbury 
Berkshire  RG14 5LD 
 
 
16th March 2021 
 
Dear Sirs, 
 
I wish to object to planning application 20-02039-FUL 

The Parish of Enborne is situated on the southwest flank of the Newbury urban area. It is a largely area 

and its residents wish to maintain this characteristic despite the constant pressure to expand the 

Newbury conurbation across our Parish. 

A stable block for horses sounds like an improvement on the present unmaintained/tip like state of 

the land in question. However, as a number of local residents have pointed out in letters to planners 

there are issues which should not be ignored and the committee should be particularly aware of the 

potential for “planning creep”. 

This land was promoted for a change of land use to residential and mixed use with potential for up to 

10 houses as part of the ongoing HELAA process.  

Change of land use to equestrian means the site automatically becomes brownfield. Planning rules 

for brownfield sites are significantly different and make permission to develop easier to obtain. 

The proposed “horse pasture” is part of a larger parcel of land. There is another ~1.5 acres. 

Currently, the only access to the adjacent parcel of land is via the “horse pasture”. This other parcel 

of land was advertised for sale by an estate agent even during this planning application. They state: 

 The site does not currently have planning permission however it does have plenty of latent 
potential. 

 Situated to the West of the A34 the site could form part of a larger site for housing 
development. 
 

What larger site is this advert alluding to? 

The stable block proposed will consist of two stables foe 2 ponies together with a tack room, feed 

store and two parking spaces all within 0.37 hectares (0.91 acres). DEFRA guidelines state that each 

horse needs 0.4 hectares. We continue to have concerns about animal welfare and the safety of 

child riders using Enborne Row. : 

The entrance to this site cannot be seen by traffic approaching from the east until virtually upon the 

entrance. We submit two photographs for comparison with the street view photograph in the 

committee report. These were taken on the 10th March 2021 when the verges and hedges have 

been trimmed. One was taken from a similar position as the street view photo. The other from 15 

yards further back. They were taken from the middle of the nearside lane not from the offside lane.  

 



The road is straight hence many cars are travelling at 60mph or often greater speeds. Drivers will not 

see a horse and rider stepping out until the last second, forcing drivers to break sharply or even 

swerve into the oncoming lane. You cannot access a quieter road or byway without travelling 200m 

along this busy road. 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

Richard Coward 

 

 


